PEACE STARTS WITH ME
The International Leaderships Conference in Vienna, Austria, 28-29 April 2018
report by Dr. Annine van der Meer,

Ambassador for Peace, Women's Federation for World Peace (WFWP Int.)

On Saturday and Sunday, April 28 en 29, 200 Religious Leaders and Parliamentarians came
together in Vienna in order to discuss the subject: Toward Interdependence and Mutual
Prosperity: the Role of Religious Leaders and Parliamentarians.
I had the honor to be invited for this conference as Ambassador for Peace. This is a global
network of 50,000 persons that forms the world’s largest and most diverse network of peace
leaders, representing the religious, racial and ethnic diversity of the human family. The
network promotes the motto “peace starts with me” and practice “living for the sake of
others”.
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The conference was a spectacular and breathtaking event that learned me so terribly much.
I filled my conference map with 35 pages of personal notes. But this is not the place to go
deeply into the immense lot of new and important information the panels transmitted to the
audience. (See program downwards).
The conference map provided the program, photo’s and short bio’s of most of the 200
participants coming from all over the world. Many came from Africa, Asia, from Russia, the
Middle East, the Balkan and East- Central, Southern and Western Europe. Religious leaders,
male and female, represented religions from all over the world.

World Peace Road. One of the projects got special attention in this conference map. The
World Peace Road Foundation is organizing a construction plan for an international peace
highway (without passport control and toll charges) in order to establish peace in the global
village. This highway connects countries from the East and the West and the North and the
South; tunnels and bridges will connect the continents.
Balkans Peace Road. In 2018 the work started for the Balkans Peace Road, connecting
Albania, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Macedonia and Kosovo about 1300
kilometers by bicycle by delivering messages of peace and cooperation.
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Concluding. To be short: impressive were the short talks of the many members of the
panels, specially the Islamic ones: dr. Mohammed Al Habash from Syria and Abu Dabhi
university and dr. Ismail Yasin, from Syria and Austria. Dr. Elmar Kuhn from Austria stated:
“Time is over for hostility, bad thinking, time is over for pure academic discussions about the
similarities and differences; all has been said; what is the next step?”
Sunday morning. Impressive was the plenary talk of the Korean ambassador in Austria with
inside information about the peace negotiations between North and South Korea. Friday,
April 27, the very day before the conference started, saw the coming together of the two
leaders of North- and South Korea and the planting of one tree with earth from both areas.
Interreligious prayers were given by Father Mariano Perron, a catholic priest and Rector
Khalil Merroun, rector of the mosque in Evry, France.
A peace ceremony. Then 15 young women and men entered the stage with lit candles with
whom they lit the candles of the religious leaders in front of them. The young ones also
carried water bowls with water from the five different continents. They handed it over to the
religious leaders who poured those waters out into one central bowl. Light and water are
symbols that unite us.

Peace starts with me. After a quick but delicious lunch busses drove the 200 participants to
the Wiener Stadthalle in the centre of Vienna. Here a cultural family festival was organized
for ca. 10.000 mostly young people. For me this was the culmination of the program. Why?
In my view the organization succeeded in bringing the message of peace to a young
audience that enjoyed a light- and laser show, dance, music, several famous pop- and gospel
artists and a gospel choir consisting of 300 young and adult people.
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panel WFWP Sunday morning, 9,00h.
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The speech of Dr. Hak ja Han Moon. Introduced by Dr. Werner Fasslabend, a former
Minister of Defense in Austria, the 75 your old widow of Reverend Sun Myung Moon, both
founders of the Universal Peace Federation, speeched in Korean language for more than half
an hour without looking at any paper. She explained the audience that she was born in 1943
in North Korea and only could get away to the South in 1950. In 1960 she met her future
husband with whom she got 14 children and 40 grandchildren. Her impressive speech was
simultaneously translated in the German and English language; the written texts were
projected on the immense screen with the beautiful and changing images and colors always
showing the motto: “Peace starts with me”. She called humanity to form one global human
family under the guidance of God. She was full of sorrow for the situation of the world
today. She showed compassion and empathy with all the people who suffered. Two times
she shed a tear. She spoke in a silent and dignified way and during her speech the 10.000
youngsters stayed silent. Mission succeeded. Her silent and strong speech made a huge
impression on me.
My Mission. Before the closing banquet started I handed over a large envelope to the Dutch
delegation of UPF and WFWP, mr. Wim Koetsier and mrs. Rita Salaris. In The Hague in Holland a
2.20m golden (!) plant, the fifth in line forming together a unified field, is waiting already for 21 years
to be planted in the demarcation zone between North and South Korea. It was such a synchronicity
that on Friday the 27th of April 2018 - the evening before this conference started - the two leaders of
North and South Korea met each other and planted a pine tree in the demarcation zone. They put
earth on it from both sides of the border and watered the plant. May this golden plant be planted at
that spot as a symbol of unity and unification of the two Korea’s. See downwards for pictures of this
huge golden plant. See www.huubenadelheid-kortekaas.nl for the unified field project.
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After the closing banquet the conference ended.
Monday, April 30. The day after, Monday April 30, we all went to the concentration camp
Mauthausen at two hours distance of Vienna, where from 1938 to 1945 during WWII 80.000
human beings passed away and were killed during imprisonment. There we all participated
in a peace ceremony.

Dr. Annine E. G. van der Meer, WFWP, The Netherlands, Wednesday May 2 2018
PS See downwards for golden plant project
PS See downwards for conference program downwards.

Golden plant project of Adelheid en Huub Kortekaas
6

Conference-rooms at the Schönbrunn Parkhotel

See downwards for conference program (4 pages).
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