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I just came home from a wonderful, unforgettable and inspiring experience in Korea, being present at 
the two weeks long 10th 9D9t ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǎƛŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
following I report on this extraordinary event. 
 
Invitation. L ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ōȅ tǊƻŦΦ ŘǊΦ tƛƭǿƘŀ /ƘŀƴƎΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎƛŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ L 
met her during the conference A Motherworld is possible in 2009 in Toronto, Canada, where she 
gave a lecture about the Mosuo in West-China. I met her again during the Gift-Economy conference 
in Rome in 2015.She was very interested in my book The Language of MA the primal mother and 
took it with her to Seoul. On the 6th of April I received  an invitation to give a lecture during the EGEP 
Ewha Global 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎƛŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ 9ǿƘŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
Seoul, South Korea, which I accepted.  
 
Arrival. I arrived on Friday the 8th of July. In advance Pilwha Chang had contacted several of her 
friends who accompanied me on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th of July. 
On Saturday they took me to beautiful Gyeongju on a distance of 2, 5 hours by train from Seoul.  
On Sunday they took me to the National Museum in Seoul and to a sacred place outside the ancient 
city wall of Seoul where a Mudang or fŜƳŀƭŜ ǎƘŀƳŀƴ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ΨƎǳǘΩ ƻǊ ǎƘŀƳŀƴ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ 
Korea still is very popular and is considered to be a national cultural heritage.  
 
Excursion Saturday 9th of JulyΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻŘŘŜǎǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ YƻǊŜŀΗ I 
got up at 5.30 to be ready at 6.30! They took me by a very clean subway and 2,5 hours train trip to 
Gyeongju, a 214 square km riverine valley between populated areas with lots of mounds or memorial 
tombs of the powerful and opulent shaman kings and queens of the Korean Silla-culture. The area 
included an ancient city, fortress ruins, pagodas, palaces and burial tombs from the 1st to the 8th 

centuries.1 
In the museum we saw the gold crown and the gold girdle from the North Mound of the 
Hwangnamdaechong Tomb in Gyeongju with the three branches symbolizing the tree of life, the 
large antlers and wings of the phoenix, shaman and tiny bear ornaments. These precious attributes 
were owned by a Shilla queen, a shaman queen.  
 

 
Arriving at the station of Gyeongju 

 and waiting for the mini-bus taking us around 



 

 
Model of the city with to the left the burial mounds area  

with in the upper left the burial mounds 
 

 
General survey of the area with the numbered burial mounds with in the left the double mound of 
Hwangnam-daechong tomb: the south mound of the king and the north mound of the queen. In the 
grave chamber of the queen a golden crown was found with girdle. Excavation started in April 1973 
and was finished in October 1975. Six golden crowns and belts were found in several graves. 

 



 
Hwangnamdaechong tomb or the double mound  

of king Naemul (356-402) and queen Puban 
 

 
Golden shamanic crown and belt form Hwangnam-daechong tomb, right side, in National Museum.2 
 

   
Left side of the crown of the Silla queen.  
Notice the antlers and branches symbolizing   Right side              Front side with three brancheshaped   
the tree of life.                                                                                        ornaments  



 

 
The crowns and belts also carry many little fetuses of bears, or bear symbols as you can see in the 
golden crown above and in the green jade bear-icons at the bottom of the picture above. This links 
the iconography with Siberia. 
 
 
 

  
The outstretched wings of a bird, the phoenix, are part of the golden crown. They were found in the 
Hwangnam-daechong tomb. We have the symbols of the tree of life, the antlers, and the wings. These 
ornaments in the form of large wings also belong to the golden cap, found in the Geumgwanchong 
tomb and were attached to it.   
 

 
Cheomseongdae, the oldest astrological observatory of East Asia, built during the reign of Silla queen 
Seondeok, 632-647 AD, 5.17 m in diameter and 9 m in height. Up to the 12th layer this hollow tower 
was filled with soil and pebbles. Between the 13th and 15th layer there was a square opening through 
which an observer can ascend to the top. 



 

                                         
On on our way to Granny Buddha 

 
We leave our guide, the group and the mini bus and we take on advise of Kim Jeong-Hee, former 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ YƻǊŜŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘe  of Ewha Womans University, a taxi to the north side 
of Mount Nam, called mount Dongnam, that faces the urban district of Gyeongju. At the entrance of 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ .ǳŎƘŜƻƎƻƭ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ ΨǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ 
diversƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ .ǳŘŘƘŀ ƛƴ aǘΦ bŀƳΩΦ3 You have to cross a brook and enter 
the deep cleft through the shadowy and cooler forest. It is noon and outside the forest it is very hot. 
¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ .ǳŘŘƘŀ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƎƻŘŀΩǎ. But in Bucheogol you will find the oldest 
ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎƘǊƛƴŜŘ .ǳŘŘƘŀΩǎ ƛƴ aǘ bŀƳΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƴŜƭ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ DȅŜƻƴƎƧǳ 
call her ΨDǊŀƴƴȅ .ǳŘŘƘŀΩ. She is believed to have been sculptured before the 7th century AD. Our 
guide gives her a ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƴŀƳŜΥ Ψ!ǳƴǘƛŜ .ǳŘŘƘŀΩΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŀŘΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǎƘǊƛƴŜŘ 
.ǳŘŘƘŀ ƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ Ψ!ǳƴǘƛ .ǳŘŘƘŀΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƎŜƴǘƭŜΣ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
benevolent heart that seems like it could forgive any wrongdoings is well expressed wƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǎƳƛƭŜΩΦ4  
On the top of the mountain there is a well which brings water from deep in the earth upwards, which 
is considered a very holy place in nature cultures. I am told that from this well the water runs over 
the large Granny Buddha rock and makes it fertile. So this place has to be much more ancient than 
Buddhism. While we are there a women and a man enter the place to perform a shamanic ritual. 
 

 
DǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ΨDǊŀƴƴȅΩ .ǳŘŘƘŀ 



     

 
Preparing for a shaman ritual. 

 
 
 
 
 
Excursion Sunday 10th of July, morning I could sleep a little bit longer and had to be ready at 12.00. 
We went to the National Museum in Seoul. There we saw the gold crown and the gold girdle from 
the Seobongchong Tomb, excavated in 1926.  
 
Excursion Sunday 10th of July, afternoon.  Visit to the Inwangsa temple outside the city wall of 
ancient Seoul. It is a place with megalithic stones where a Mudang or Korean female shaman lives 
and works. The day before our visit on Sunday six Mudangs or female shamans held a gut or séance, 
one of them climbed the stairs and stood unharmed on very sharp knives.5  
You also can find there the rock Gijaam, rock of childbearing prayer because many married women 
prayed for child bearing at the site. 
 

 
Entering the sacred area of the sacred mountain  Climbing the stairs to ascend the holy mountain  
                                                                                         with wells, a small river and several holy places 
 


